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SUBJECT: HAWK VULCAN FINANCING TALK WITH PRIME MINISTER RIFAI 

RE STATE 032228, AMMAN 0812 

1 . ON FEBUARY 15 I HAD A SESSION WITH PM RIFAI 

INWHICH I PRESENTED HIM WITH A COPY OF THE LETTER WHICH 
DATT AMMAN HAD PROVIDED TO CINC JAF. LETTER (AMMAN 812) 
BRINGS JORDANIANS UP TO DATE ON PRESENT STATUS OF HAWK 
VULCAN FINANCING. 

2. RIFAI READ THE LETTER AND SAID HE WOULD BE SENDING IT 
ON TO SAUDIS. HE ASKED ME AS KING HAD ABOUT WHETHER WE 
COULD PROVIDE THE SAUDIS WITH A COPY OF THE LETTER. I 
TOLD RIFAI THAT WE COULD NOT AND I WOULD PERSONALLY 
RECOMMEND AGAINST DOING SO. THERE WERE DANGERS FOR JORDAN 
IF WE GOT IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS PARTICULARLY SINCE 

THERE WAS A POSSIBILTY THAT UNDUE PRESSURE FROM US 
MIGHT SOUR RATHER THAN SWEETEN THE 
SAUDIS. I COULD NOT ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY HERE FOR 
RECOMMENDING THAT WASHINGTON JUMP INTO THE MIDDLE 
WHEN I KNEW THAT NEITHER HERE NOR IN WASHINGTON WERE 
WE CAPABLE OF MAKING A FULL JUDGMENT ABOUT WHAT THE EFFECTS 
ON THE SAUDIS WOULD BE. WE CONTINUED TO FEEL THAT 
JORDAN SHOULD TAKE THE LEAD AND 
MAKE THE RUNNING ON 
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HOW THEIR SAUDI BRETHERN WOULD RESPOND TO 
ADDITIONAL PRESSURE. I TOLD HIM I HAS SORRY THAT MY 
RECOMMENDATION WOULD HAVE TO BE NEGATIVE. HE SAID HE 
UNDERSTOOD OUR POINT OF VIEW AND THAT IORDAN WOULD 
CONTINUE TO KEEP THE ISSUE BEFORE THE SAUDIS. 

3. HE NOTED THAT HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE SAUDIS HAD NOT 

INFORMED THEIR EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AFTER HAVING TOLD 

HIM THEY WOULD DO SO. I SAID I COULD SHED NO LIGHT FOR 

HIM ON THAT POINT. HE SPECULATED THAT THE SAUDIS MAY 

WELL STILL BE TRYING TO ADJUST THEIR LEADERSHIP AND 

BUREAUCRACY TO THE INCREASED COST. I TOLD HIM I 

THOUGHT THAT WAS POSSIBLE.ON THE OTHER HAND IT IS 

WELL KNOWN THAT THE SAUDIS WOULD STILL END UP THIS YEAR WITH 

A RATHER LARGE SURPLUS OF FUNDS AND WERE THEMSELVES 

SPENDING VERY SIZEABLE AMOUNTS ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT. THUS THE JORDANIAN SYSTEM WHILE 

EXPENSIVE WAS NOT REALLY OUT OF LINE WITH THEIR 

OWN EXPENDITURES. 
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